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Abstract.—In this study 23 species of nereidids from the Greater Caribbean 
region collected in different expeditions from 1930 to 1970 are recorded: six 
species of Ceratonereis, five species each of Nereis and Perinereis, four species 
of Neanthes and one species each of Platynereis, Pseudonereis and Stenoni- 
nereis. Neanthes egregicirrata is removed from the genus Nereis, because no 
homogomph falcigers are present in the atokous form, which is herein de- 


scribed for the first time. 


In a recent study, Salazar-Vallejo & 
Jiménez-Cueto (1997) reported that for the 
Greater Caribbean region 48 species of ner- 
eidids are known. In the same study, 17 
species of nereidids were recorded for the 
state of Quintana Roo's (Mexico) littoral 
waters, and a key was given for species of 
the Greater Caribbean Region. 

In this study, 23 species of nereidids are 
recorded. The material comes from several 
oceanographic programs: collections made 
at Caribbean islands between 1930 and 
1973 and deposited in the Instituut voor 
Taxonomische Zoólogie (Zoólogisch Mu- 
seum) University of Amsterdam (ZMUA); 
collections made by the Smithsonian-Bre- 
din Caribbean Expedition IV in 1960 in 
Quintana Roo, Mexico, and deposited in the 
National Museum of Natural History, 
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 
(USNM); and collections made by two of 
us (VS-W, VO-R) as part of the Imca IV 
(March 1989) and Dinamo I and III (March 
90 and 91) oceanographic expeditions (see 
Ochoa-Rivera 1996) and deposited in the 
Laboratorio de Ecologia Costera, Instituto 
de Ciencias del Mar y Limnología, Univ- 
ersidad Nacional Autónoma de Mexico 


(ICML-UNAM), in the coral islands from 
the southwestern region of the Gulf of Mex- 
ico. 

In addition, some type specimens from 
the Naturhistoriska Rijksmuseet Stockholm 
(NRS) and other specimens deposited at the 
Smithsonian Institution are included here. 

Under Material Examined, the records 
are reported in the following order and as 
the case may be: the type material is listed 
first, then the material coming from the In- 
stituut voor Taxonomische Zoólogie, fol- 
lowed by the Smithsonian-Bredin Caribbe- 
an Expedition IV material, and ending with 
the ICML-UNAM material. Dates are ab- 
breviated in order of day, month and year. 
For each sampling station the number of 
specimens studied is in parentheses. 


Ceratonereis (Ceratonereis) excisa 
(Grube, 1874) 


Nereis excisa Grube, 1874:72. 

Ceratonereis excisa.—Perkins, 1980:13, 
fig. 6.—Hartmann-Schróder, 1985:47.— 
Salazar- Vallejo & Jiménez-Cueto, 1997: 
363. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Bonaire, 
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Lac entrance, 200 m West of Cai, 6 m 
depth, 11 Aug 1967 (3). 
Distribution.—Western Atlantic, Cuba, 
Bonaire and Santa Catarina Island, Brazil. 
Habitat.—Shallow waters, in sand 
trapped among 7Aalassia roots. 


Ceratonereis (Composetia) irritabilis 
(Webster, 1879) 


Ceratonereis irritabilis.—Taylor, 1984: 
31.30, figs. 31.25, 31.26.—Salazar-Val- 
lejo & Jiménez-Cueto, 1997:363. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Barbados, 
0.5 mi off Holetown, 100 m depth, 19 Nov 
1964 (14). 

Distribution. —From Virginia, U.S.A., 
south to Panama. 

Habitat.—Soft bottoms, intertidal to con- 
tinental shelf. 


Ceratonereis (Ceratonereis) longicirrata 
Perkins, 1980 


Ceratonereis longicirrata Perkins, 1980:26, 
figs. 11-12. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Puerto 
Rico, Paraguera Mata de la Gata, 12 Sep 
1963 (4); St. Martin, Etang aux Poissons, 
l'Embouchure, 3 Oct 1963 (1); Little Cay- 
man, Owen Island, ca. 0.5 m depth, 7 Jun 
1973 (5); Grand Cayman, south of Jack- 
son's Point, O-O.5 m, 9 Jun 1973 (1); 
Smithsonian-Bredin Caribbean Expedition 
IV, Est. 85-60, Ascención Bay, 200-300 
yds. southwest of Suliman Point, 17 Apr 
1960 (8); ICML-UNAM: Dinamo I and III 
expeditions, Alacran Reef, West bay 18 
Mar 1990 (1); 18 Mar 1991 (1); Triangulos 
Oeste reef, West bay, 19 Mar 1991 (1). 

Distribution.—Tropical Western Atlantic. 
Known from the Gulf of Mexico, and Ca- 
ribbean Sea. 

Habitat.—Soft bottoms in the continental 
shelf, in sediments accumulated among 
roots of algae attached to coral rocks. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE BIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF WASHINGTON 


Ceratonereis (Ceratonereis) mirabilis 
Kinberg, 1866 


Ceratonereis mirabilis Kinberg, 1866: 
170.—Perkins 1980:4, figs. 1—4.—Tay- 
lor, 1984:31.30, figs. 31.27-31.28.— 
Hartmann-Schróder, 1985:43, fig. 23.— 
Salazar-Vallejo & Jiménez-Cueto, 1997: 
363, figs. 5, 20, 21, 42, 44. 


Material examined.—Brazil, 09°S, 33 m, 
Werngren Coll., (Syntype, NRS 539). 
ZMUA: Bonaire, Kralendijk, near Pasang- 
grahan, Sep 1930 (1); St. Barts, S. Public 
near Gustaria, 4 Jun 1949 (1); North Bim- 
ini, Bahamas, 1 km offshore, 17 Aug 1949 
(29); 18 Aug 1949 (13); Florida, east of 
Soldier Key, 2 m, 5 Sep 1963 (1); Barba- 
dos, 0.5 mi of Holetown, 100 m, 19 Nov 
1964 (28) Little Cayman, South Hole 
Sound, The Bight; 0.5-1 m, 5 Jun 1973 
(71); Jamaica, Drunkemans, Key, 0-0.5 m, 
15 Jun 1973 (7). USNM: Smithsonian-Bre- 
din Caribbean Expedition IV, Est. 11-60, 
Mujeres Island, 29 Mar 1960 (1); Est. 41- 
60, Espiritu Santo Bay, north shore, near 
Lawrence Point, 6 Apr 1960 (3); Est. 44- 
60, North end of Ascención Bay, small inlet 
behind Allen Point, 7 Apr 1960 (4); Est. 52- 
60, Ascención Bay, just behind center of 
Nicchehabin Reef, east of Allen Point, 10 
Apr 1960 (6); Est. 53-60, Ascención Bay, 
10 Apr 1960 (6); Est. 61-60, near Allen 
Point light, 12 Apr 1960 (129); Est. 67-60, 
Ascención Bay, 13 Apr 1960 (12); Est. 68- 
60, Ascención Bay, Allen Point, 13 Apr 
1960 (2); Est. 72-60, Ascención Bay, cen- 
tral part of Nicchehabin Reef, 14 Apr 1960 
(7); Est. 77-60, North end of Ascención 
Bay, beach just east of Halfway Point, 15 
Apr 1960 (26); Est. 79-60, Ascención Bay, 
the electric light over ship's side at anchor- 
age, 15 Apr 1960 (2); Est. 83-60, Ascen- 
ción Bay, mangrove inlet behind Allen 
Point light, 16 Apr 1960 (2); Est. 85-60, 
Ascención Bay, along shore near Suliman 
Point, 17 Apr 1960 (2); Est. 91-60, Inner 
side, Nicchehabin Reef, 1/3 distance from 
north end Ascención Bay, 18 Apr 1960 
(20); Est. 93-60, north end Ascención Bay, 
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shore near Halfway Point, 18 Apr 1960 (2); 
Est. 95-60, Ascención Bay, Suliman Point, 
19 Apr 1960 (5); Est. 100-60, north of San- 
ta María Point, south end of Cozumel Is- 
land, 21 Apr 1960 (3); Est. 109-60, south 
end of Cozumel Island, 1% miles north of 
Santa Maria Point, 22 Apr 1960 (2). 

Distribution.—Western Atlantic. Greater 
Caribbean region, Bermuda, Florida, Ba- 
hama Islands, south to Barbados and the 
Netherlands Antilles. Santa Catarina, Bra- 
zil. 

Habitat.—Mixed bottoms, coral reefs, 
macroalgae, seagrass beds, shallow waters 
down to 60 m. 


Ceratonereis (Ceratonereis) singularis 
(Treadwell, 1929) 


Ceratonereis singularis Treadwell, 1929:1, 
figs. 1—-8.—Perkins, 1980:17, figs. 7— 
10.—Hartmann-Schróder, 1985:45, figs. 
36-39.—Salazar-Vallejo et al., 1990: 
213.—Bastida-Zavala, 1993:29. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Antigua, 
Dickinson Bay, 26 Jul 1967 (5); 28 Jul 
1967 (19). 

Distribution.—Amphi-American. Gulf of 
California south to Panama, North Carolina 
south to Colombia. 

Habitat.—Rocky substrates of the inter- 
tidal zone, sandy bottoms in the continental 
shelf. 


Ceratonereis (Composetia) versipedata 
(Ehlers, 1887) 


Nereis (Ceratonereis) versipedata Ehlers, 
1887:116, pl. 36, figs. 5—10. 

Ceratonereis versipedata.—Day, 1973: 
39.—Gardiner, 1976:148, fig. 140.—Tay- 
lor, 1984:31.30, figs. 31.23; 31.24a-f. 


Material examined. —ZMUA: Curacao, 
Piscadera Baai, north part, 2nd buoy, 31 
Oct 1963 (2); central part, 3rd buoy, 31 Oct 
1963 (2); Piscadera Baai, northeast point, 
11 Dec 1963 (3). USNM: Smithsonian-Bre- 
din Caribbean Expedition IV, Est. 41-60, 
Espiritu Santo Bay, westward side of reef 
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to east of anchorage, 6 Apr 1960 (3); Est. 
52-60, Ascención Bay, just behind center of 
Nicchehabin Reef, east of Allen Point, 10 
Apr 1960 (1); Est. 53-60, Ascención Bay, 
10 Apr 1960 (1); Est. 77-60, north end of 
Ascención Bay, shore just east of halfway 
point, 15 Apr 1960 (1).). ICML-UNAM: 
Dinamo III expedition, Cayo Nuevo, 24 
Mar 1991 (2); Cayo Arcas, 17 Mar 1991 
(6). 

Distribution.—Western Atlantic. Geor- 
gia, U.S.A., Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean 
Sea. 

Habitat.—Soft bottoms and among inter- 
stices of coralline rocks, intertidal to 40 m. 


Neanthes acuminata (Ehlers 1868) 


Nereis acuminata Ehlers 1868:552. 

Nereis (Neanthes) arenaceodonta: Petti- 
bone, 1963:162, figs. 441, 45e. 

Nereis (Neanthes) acuminata: Day, 1973: 
41.—Gardiner, 1976:149, fig. 15e-f. 

Neanthes acuminata: Taylor, 1984:31.15, 
figs. 31.11; 31.12a—e. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Florida, 
Key Biscayne, northwest swamp (mangrove 
ditch), 31 Aug 1963 (2); Puerto Rico, Par- 
guera, Mata de the Gata, 12 Sep 1963 (2); 
Curacao, Piscadera Baai, northeast point, 
25 Nov 1963 (1); 11 Dec 1963 (3); 18 Dec 
1963 (6); central part, southeast point, 13 
Dec 1963 (7); Jamaica, Kingston Harbour, 
Inlet W. of airport, 0-1 m, 7 May 1973 (1). 
USNM: Smithsonian-Bredin Caribbean Ex- 
pedition IV, Stn. 17-60, Mujeres Harbor, 30 
Mar 1960 (1); Stn. 83-60, Ascención Bay, 
mangrove inlet behind Allen Point light, 16 
Apr 1960 (1); Stn. 100-60, north of Santa 
Maria Point, south end of Cozumel Island, 
21 Apr 1960 (5). 

Distribution.—Western Atlantic. From 
North Carolina down to the Gulf of Mexi- 
CO. 

Habitat. —Soft bottoms of the continen- 
tal shelf. 
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Neanthes egregicirrata (Treadwell, 1924) 
(Fig. la—h, 2a-f) 


Nereis (Leptonereis) egregicirrata Tread- 
well, 1924:13, fig. 24. 


Material examined.—Antigua Island, 
English Harbor, Coll. University of Iowa, 
07/1918 (1, Lectotype USNM 071733), (4 
Paratypes USNM 020224); ZMUA: Bar- 
bados Island, Conset Bay (St. John), 7 Jul 
1967 (1); Little Cayman, South Hole 
Sound, The Bight, 0.5-1 m, 5 Jun 1973 (2). 
USNM: Smithsonian-Bredin Caribbean Ex- 
pedition IV, Stn. 67-60, Ascención Bay, be- 
hind central part of Nicchehabin Reef, 13 
Apr 1960 (2); Stn. 72-60, Ascención Bay, 
central part of Nicchehabin Reef, 14 Apr 
1960 (2); Stn. 79-60, Ascención Bay, the 
elelectric light over ship's side at anchor- 
age, 15 Apr 1960 (2); Stn. 85-60, Ascen- 
ción Bay, along shore near Suliman Point, 
17 Apr 1960 (1); ICML-UNAM: Ascención 
Bay, Pájaros Point, 6 Oct 1983 (1); Puerto 
Morelos, La Bocana, Francisco Solís-Marín 
coll... 7g@Feb 1995"): 

Diagnosis.—Atokous specimen collected 
in Little Cayman complete, light yellow, 14 
mm long, 0.5 mm wide, with 83 setigers, 
prostomium and palps pigmented. Anterior 
median region of each segment with trans- 
verse diffusely pigmented stripe. Prosto- 
mium slightly longer than wide, with one 
pair of frontal small cirriform antennae. 
Two pairs of large eyes with a lens, in tra- 
pezial arrangement. Palps biarticulate, glo- 
bose, with conical palpostyle. Peristomium 
with 4 pairs of tentacular cirri, largest pair 
extending to setiger 5 (Fig. 1a). 

Paragnaths arranged on pharyngeal areas 
as follows: I: 0; II: 15 cones in 2 rows; III: 
3 in one row; IV: 14 in two rows; V: 0; VI: 
4 cones in a row; VII-VIII: 6 in one row. 
Jaws yellowish with 7 teeth. 

First two parapodia uniramous, third bi- 
ramous, notopodia with two ligules, dorsal 
one digitiform, short; median ligule larger, 
basally wide. Neuropodia with presetal lobe 
distally conical, postsetal lobe rounded, 
ventral ligule subulate. Dorsal cirrus wide, 
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inserted proximally on ligule, larger than 
ventral cirrus (Fig. 1b). Sixth parapodium 
with dorsal cirrus elongate, with constric- 
tion in median part of cirrus, which results 
in distal cirristyle. Notopodial median lig- 
ule and neuropodial ventral ligule rounded 
distally; neuropodial postsetal lobe conical. 
Ventral cirri inserted proximally on body 
(Fig. 1c). Notopodial ligules of anterior 
parapodia posterior to setiger 6 rounded, 
shorter than in parapodia anterior to setiger 
6. Neuropodial ventral ligule subulate (Fig. 
1d). Notopodial hgules of posterior para- 
podia triangular, median ligule larger, slen- 
derer than dorsal ones. Neuropodial postse- 
tal lobes conical distally, presetal one 
rounded, ventral ligule slender (Fig. 1e). 

All notopodial setae homogomph spini- 
gers with long and slender appendix, finely 
spinulate on margin. Supraacicular neuro- 
setae from first biramous parapodium, and 
from modified setiger 6, homogomph spi- 
nigers similar to notopodial ones, and het- 
erogomph spinigers with short appendix, 
with long spines on margin (Fig. 1f); su- 
praacicular neurosetae posterior to sixth 
parapodia, homogomph spinigers and het- 
erogomph falcigers, with long and slender 
appendix, with spinulations along margin, 
distally ending in blunt tooth (Fig. lg). 
Neuropodial infraacicular setae from first 
biramous parapodium to setiger 5, hetero- 
gomph spinigers with short appendix; neu- 
ropodial infraacicular seta from modified 
setiger 6 throughout body including heter- 
ogomph spinigers and falcigers in anterior 
parapodia, with latter similar to supraaci- 
cular ones, and in median and posterior 
parapodia falcigers with short, triangular 
appendix, distally ending in curved tooth, 
with margin covered by one row of long 
spines (Fig. 1h). 

Pygidium with pair of slender anal cirri. 
Anus terminal. 

Epitokous stage.—Epitokous male, 8 mm 
long and 1.7 mm wide including parapodia, 
with 70 setigers, no coloration pattern. 
Body divided into 3 regions: pre-epitocal 
formed by two regions: anterior one, from 
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Fig. 1. 
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Neanthes egregicirrata (atoke): a, Anterior end, dorsal view; b, 3rd seriger, anterior view; c, 6th 


setiger, anterior view; d, 10th setiger, anterior view; e, 32th setiger, anterior view; f, Neuropodial heterogomph 
spiniger of supraacicular position from setiger 3; g, Neuropodial heterogomph falciger of infraacicular position 
from setiger 10; h, Neuropodial heterogomph falciger of infraacicular position from setiger 32. Scale bars: a = 


0.5 mm; b-e = 150 pm; f-h = 15 pm. 


setigers 1 to 5, with notopodial and neuro- 
podial ventral ligules digitate, neuropodial 
postsetal lobes conical. Dorsal cirrus en- 
larged, with a small cirrostyle attached near 
distal end (Fig. 2b). In setiger 6, as in ato- 
kous material, dorsal cirrus modified, wide 
proximally slender distally (Fig. 2a). From 
setigers 7 to 16, parapodia with notopodium 
formed by two triangular ligules, and a no- 
topodial digitiform superior lobe (Fig. 2c). 
From setiger 17, parapodia modified for 


swimming, notopodia with one small la- 
mella associated with dorsal cirrus, with 
crenulations. Neuropodia with elongate la- 
mella associated with the postsetal lobe. 
Ventral cirri with two small lamellae (Fig. 
2d). 

In pre-epitokous setigers notosetae hom- 
ogomph spinigers. First 5 setigers with su- 
praacicular neurosetae homogomph spini- 
gers and heterogomph falcigers with slen- 
der appendix (Fig. 2e); infraacicular spini- 
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Fig. 2. Neanthes egregicirrata (epitokous male): a, Anterior end, dorsal view; b, 5th setiger, anterior view; 
c, 15th setiger, anterior view; d, 44th setiger, anterior view; e, Neuropodial heterogomph falciger of supraacicular 
position from setiger 5; f, Neuropodial heterogomph falciger of supraacicular position from setiger 15. Scale 
bars: a = 1 mm; b-d = 150 um; ef = 15 um. 


gers heterogomph. Parapodia posterior to  cigers in infraacicular position. Setae from 
modified setiger with supraacicular neuro-  epitocal region paleae with homogomph ar- 
setae homogomph spinigers and hetero-  ticulation, appendix oar-shaped. 

gomph falcigers with short and triangular Pygidium with pair of short anal cirri. 
appendix (Fig. 2f); only heterogomph fal- Anus terminal. 
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Discussion.—The holotype of this spe- 
cies was described from an epitokous spec- 
imen. Before this study, the atokous form 
was unknown. When examining the ato- 
kous specimens, it was noted that no hom- 
ogomph notopodial falcigers are present, 
which means that it should be included in 
the genus Neanthes. The dorsal elongate 
cirrus in the sixth setiger persists in the ato- 
kous phase and as previously thought, is not 
exclusive of the epitokes. E Solís-Marín 
(pers. comm.) observed the epitokes in the 
water column and reported that they ap- 
peared to gyrate one around the other, until 
they stopped completely. Apparently, the 
modified dorsal cirri are used to hold the 
animals to each other during copulation. 

In the type material examined from Pla- 
tynereis abnormis Horst (1924) (ZMA Pol 
730) it was noted that the dorsal cirri are 
modified as in N. egregicirrata, except that 
this happens on setiger 7, rather than on 
setiger 6. 

Distribution.—Western Atlantic. Known 
from the Caribbean Sea, Quintana Roo, 
Mexico, Antigua Island, Puerto Rico, Bar- 
bados and Little Cayman Island. This is the 
first record for Mexico. 

Habitat.—Atokous specimens collected 
among corals, epitokes collected close to 
the surface with zooplankton net attracting 
the organisms with a bright light. 


Neanthes micromma (Harper, 1979) 


Nereis (Neanthes) micromma Harper 1979: 
91, figs. 1-11. 

Neanthes micromma: Taylor, 1984:31.17, 
figs. 31.14a—h.—Hernández-Alcántara & 
Solís- Weiss, 1991:255. 


Material examined.—ICML-UNAM: 
Imca IV expedition, Cayo Arcas, 3 Oct 
1989 (4); 4 Oct 1989 (1); Dinamo IIT ex- 
pedition, Cayo Nuevo, 24 Mar 1991 (1). 

Distribution.—Amphi-American. West- 
ern coasts of Mexico, Gulf of Mexico. 

Habitat.—Sandy muds, shallow waters 
down to 50 m. 
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Neanthes succinea (Frey & Leuckart, 
1847) 


Nereis (Neanthes) succinea: Pettibone, 
1967:165, fig. 44a-e.—Day 1967:321, 
fig. 14a-e.—Hartmann-Schróder 1971: 
200, figs. 64—65. 

Neanthes succinea: Hartman, 1945:17, pl. 
3, figs. 1-2.—Rioja, 1946:205, pl. 1, figs. 
1-2.—1962:165.—Imajima, 1972:108, 
fig. 32a-k.—Taylor, 1984:31.17, figs. 
31.16a—h. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Margarita, 
Punta de Piedra, 21 Jan 1964 (2); Surinam, 
Suriname River, wreck of Goslar, 7 Mar 
1964 (2); Jamaica, Kingston Harbour, inlet 
west of airport, 7 May 1973 (1). 

Distribution.—Cosmopolitan in tropical 
to temperate waters. Atlantic from the 
North sea south to South Africa, and from 
Massachusetts south to Uruguay; Pacific 
Ocean from California south to Panama; In- 
dian Ocean. 

Habitat.—Among rhizoids of algae at- 
tached to rocks. 


Nereis allene Pettibone, 1956 


Nereis allene Pettibone, 1956:287, figs. 4b— 
f, 6a—h. 


Material examined.—Puerto Rico, 15 
Aug 1955 (Holotype, USNM 27778); An- 
tigua, Jul 1918 (4 Paratypes USNM 27779). 
ZMUA: North Bimini, Bahamas, 17 Aug 
1949 (56); 18 Aug 1949 (20). 

Discussion.—The examined specimens 
are epitokes collected with a zooplancton 
net in the water column. Those are mor- 
phologically similar to the type specimens. 
However, in parapodia of setigers 1—6, the 
notopodium is slightly modified, with cylin- 
drical dorsal cirri. In the original descrip- 
tion, Pettibone mentioned that, in those 
specimens, paragnaths are present in both 
pharyngeal rings, but she does not detail 
their distribution. In the specimens collect- 
ed in North Bimini the following pharyn- 
geal arrangement is found: Area I: 1 cone, 
II: 13-15 cones in two rows; III: 18-22 
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small cones in an oval; IV: 25 cones in a 
crescent, with 3—4 rows; V: 0; VI: 3 cones 
in an irregular row; VII-VIII: 5 cones in a 
row. Jaws amber colored with 6 stout teeth. 

Distribution.—Known only from the 
greater Caribbean region, Puerto Rico, An- 
tigua, Barbados and Bahamas. 

Habitat. —Undescribed for atokous spec- 
imens, epitokes collected with zooplankton 
net in the water column. 


Nereis falsa Quatrefages, 1865 


Nereis falsa: Fauvel, 1923:337, fig. 129e— 
m.—Day, 1967:317, fig. 14.7k-o (with 
synonymy).—Day 1973:41. 

Nereis pelagica occidentalis Hartman, 
1945:20, pl. 4, figs. 1-6.—1951:46. 

Nereis (Nereis) occidentalis: Pettibone, 
1956:291, fig. 7a-d, 8a-f. 

Nereis occidentalis.—Duefias, 1981:88, pl. 
8, fig. a-f. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Bonaire, 
Lagoen Southeast, corner, 28 Oct 1930 (3); 
Bonaire, Lagoen south, 19 Sep 1967 (10); 
Curacao, Piscadera Baai, N., 2nd buoy, 31 
Oct 1963 (16); Curacao, Ironbeam of 
mouth of sewer-pipe, 31 Oct 1963 (47); Cu- 
racao, Piscadera Baai, northeast, 11 Oct 
1963 (86); Curacao, Piscadera Baai, north- 
east, 25 Nov 1963 (66); Curacao, Piscadera 
Baai, northeast, 11 Dec 1963 (2); Curacao, 
Piscadera Baai, central part, southeast, 31 
Oct 1963 (10); Curacao, Piscadera Baai, 
central part, southeast, 13 Dec 1963 (5); 
Curagao, Piscadera Baai, central part, 
southeast, 18 Dec 1963 (1); Curacao, St. 
Jorisbaai, northwest bay, 25 Feb 1970 (46); 
Curacao, Piscadera Baai, inner bay north, 
islet, 26 Sep 1967 (20); Margarita, Puente 
de La Restinga, 11 Jan 1964 (1); Guade- 
loupe, Rivière Salée la Manche à Eau, 16 
Jul 1967 (8); Jamaica, Kingston Harbour, 
inlet west of airport, 7 May 1973 (7). 

Distribution.—Warm and tropical Atlan- 
tic from France to West Africa and North 
Carolina to the Gulf of Mexico; Mediter- 
ranean; South Africa to Madagascar. 
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Habitat.—Rocky bottoms, associated 
with algal mats and Rhizophora roots. 


Nereis panamensis Fauchald, 1977 
(Fig. 3a-g) 


Nereis panamensis Fauchald, 1977:29, fig. 
6d-i.—San Martín, 1994:6, fig. 2.—Sa- 
lazar-Vallejo & Jiménez-Cueto, 1997: 
374. 


Material examined. —ZMUA: Klein Cu- 
racao, west shore, 1 Oct 1948 (19); An- 
guilla, north sandy ground, 19 Apr 1949 
(2); Anguilla, Cocus bay, north, 3 Aug 
1973 (5); St. Barts, S. Public, near Gustaria, 
4 Jun 1949 (21); Saba, East Fort Bay, 21 
Jul 1949 (8) Saba, Covebay at flat point 
(tidal area), 5 Oct 1963 (22); Aruba, Mat- 
mok, Arasji, 14 Aug 1955 (5); St. Vincent, 
Calliwater Bay near Johnson Pt., 10 Jul 
1967 (2); Jamaica, Drunkemans Key, 15 
Jun 1973 (1);). ICML-UNAM: Imca IV ex- 
pedition, Cayo Arcas, 3 Oct 1989 (27); 4 
Oct 1989 (23); Dinamo I, III expeditions, 
Triangulos Oeste reef, East bay, 19 Mar 
1990 (4); 19 Mar 1991 (5); Triangulos Oes- 
te reef, West bay, 19 Mar 1991 (2); Trian- 
gulos Oeste reef, East bay, 19 Mar 1990 
(1); Cayo Arcas, North bay, 10 Mar 1990 
(12); 17 Mar 1991 (6); Cayo Arcas, South 
bay, 10 Mar 1990 (50); 17 Mar 1991 (12); 
Cayo Arcas, Southeast bay, 23 Mar 1991 
(117), 10 Mar 1990 (2); Cayo Arcas, South 
bay, 17 Mar 1991 (166); Cayo Arcas, 
Northeast bay, 17 Mar 1991 (134); Cayo 
Arenas, Southwest bay, 21 Mar 1991 (1). 

Diagnosis.—Best preserved specimen 
complete, 16.5 mm long, 1.5 mm wide, 71 
setigers, no pigmentation pattern. Prosto- 
mium longer than wide, with pair of digi- 
tiform antennae extending from distal re- 
gion of prostomium slightly past the palps. 
Two pairs of rounded eyes in rectangular 
arrangement, anterior pair clearly visible, 
posterior pair covered by peristomium. 
Palps long with conical palpostyle. Peris- 
tomium as long as first two setigers, with 4 
pairs of tentacular cirri, longest pair extend- 
ing to setiger 3 (Fig. 3a). 
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Fig. 3. 
view; d, 58th setiger, anterior view; e, Notopodial homogomph falciger from setiger 30; f, Neuropodial heter- 
ogomph falciger of supraacicular position from setiger 10; g, Neuropodial heterogomph falciger of infraacicular 
position from setiger 58. Scale bars: a = 1 mm; b-d = 150 um; e-g = 15 pm. 


Paragnaths arranged on pharyngeal areas 
as follows: I: 0; II: 3 cones in a row; III: 3 
in a row; IV: 9 3 in 2 rows; V: 0; VI: 3 in 
one row; VII-VIII: 6 in one row. Jaws dark 
brown with 8 teeth. 

In anterior parapodia, notopodia with 2 
ligules, dorsal one smaller, small flange rep- 
resenting the superior lobe present. Postse- 
tal lobe of neuropodia conical distally, ven- 
tral ligule wide basally. Dorsal and ventral 
cirri subequal (Fig. 3b). Notopodial dorsal 
ligule in median and posterior parapodia 
represented only by small flange associated 


Nereis panamensis: a, Anterior end, dorsal view; b, 10th setiger, anterior view; c, 30th setiger, anterior 


with basal region of dorsal cirrus, notopo- 
dial median ligule subulate. Neuropodia 
with postsetal lobe distally conical, ventral 
ligule slender (Fig. 3c-d). 

Homogomph notopodial spinigers in an- 
terior parapodia substituted in median and 
posterior parapodia by homogomph falci- 
gers, appendage of latter with two blunt dis- 
tal teeth, and small tooth on margin (Fig. 
3e). Neuropodia with homogomph spini- 
gers and heterogomph falcigers in supra- 
acicular position in all parapodia, latter with 
slender appendix, strongly spinulate on 
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margin in anterior parapodia (Fig. 3f); In- 
fraacicular ones, including heterogomph 
spinigers and falcigers, appendix similar in 
anterior parapodia to these of supracicular 
falcigers, in posterior ones appendix some- 
what smaller, and spinulation on the margin 
shorter (Fig. 3g). 

Pygidium with pair of long anal cirri. 
Anus terminal. 

Discussion.—Fauchald (1977) men- 
tioned that in this species only one pair of 
eyes is present, but in the specimens ex- 
amined for this study, a second pair was 
observed, covered by the anterior part of 
the peristomium. 

Salazar-Vallejo & Jimenez-Cueto (1997) 
noted that San Martin’s record (1994) for 
Cuba, could be Nereis kauderni Fauvel, but 
the absence of the notopodial superior lobes 
in posterior parapodia suggests that the Cu- 
ban record does belong to N. panamensis, 
since in N. kauderni two notopodial lobes 
in posterior parapodia are present. 

Distribution. —Western Atlantic. Known 
from the Caribbean region, reported from 
Panama and Cuba as well as from Klein 
Curacao, Anguilla, St. Barts, St. Vincent, 
Aruba, Jamaica and Saba. In this study its 
range is extended to the coral islands of the 
southern Gulf of Mexico, and it is the first 
record for Mexico. 

Habitat.—In interstices of coralline rock 
fragments. 


Nereis pelagica Linnaeus, 1758 


Nereis pelagica: Fauvel, 1923:336, fig. 
130a-f.—Imajima 1961:85.-1967:422.— 
1972:142, fig. 48a—m.—Imajima & Hart- 
man, 1964:147.—Pettibone, 1963:179, 
fig. 42d-h.—Day, 1967:315, fig. 14.7f— 
j-—tTaylor, 1984:31.42, fig. 31.40a-g. 


Material examined.—ICML-UNAM: 
IMCA IV expedition, Cayo Arcas, 3 Oct 
1989 (7); 4 Mar 1989 (1). 

Distribution.—Cosmopolitan. Known 
from the Arctic, from Norway to the Med- 
iterranean Sea, Azores, western coast of Af- 
rica, Atlantic coast of North America from 
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Hudson Bay to the Gulf of Mexico, Behring 
Sea to Panama, Japan, Kerguelen Islands, 
Strait of Magellan, Mexican littoral areas, 
recorded from Baja California Norte, Baja 
California Sur, Sonora, Sinaloa, and Vera- 
cruz. 

Habitat.—Rocky substrates, associated 
with algal mats, soft and hard bottoms from 
intertidal zone down to continental shelf. 


Nereis riisei Grube, 1857 


Nereis riisei Grube 1857:162.—Monro, 
1933:43.—Hartman, 1940:221, pl. 33, 
fig. 37.—Fauchald, 1977:31, fig. 8c-e. 
Taylor, 1984:31.38, fig. 31.36a-g. 

Nereis (Nereis) riisei: Day, 1973:39, fig. 
5g-j.— Gardiner, 1976:152; fig. 150-1. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Bonaire, 
Kralendijk, near Pasanggrahan, Sep 1930 
(1); Anguilla, north sandy ground, 19 Jun 
1949 (1); St. Eustatius, south Tumble 
Down, Dick Bay, 10 Jul 1949 (1); St. Eu- 
statius, Billy Gut, 13 Ju] 1949 (8); Aruba, 
Seroe Colorado, Oostpunt, 2 May 1955 (8); 
Curacao, Piscadera Baai, entrance east, 28 
Sep 1963 (10); Curacao, Piscadera Baai, 
north, 2nd buoy, 31 Oct 1963 (6); Curacao, 
Piscadera Baai, central part, 3rd buoy, 31 
Oct 1963 (26); Curagao, Piscadera Baai, 
northeast, small bay, 25 Nov 1963 (2); Cu- 
racao, Piscadera Baai, northeast, 11 Dec 
1963 (13); Curacao, Piscadera Baai, south- 
east part, 18 Dec 1963 (6); the Désirade, 
Grande Anse, near breadge, 23 Jan 1964 
(1); Barbados, 0.5 mi. off Holetown, 19 
Nov 1964 (3); St. Vincent, Calliwater bay, 
near Johnson Pt., 10 Jul 1967 (1); Grenada, 
Hog Island near Pt. Salines, 8 Jul 1967 (7); 
Barbuda, Great Lagoon entrance at Billy 
Pt., west, 22 Jul 1967 (2); Antigua, Dick- 
inson Bay pier, 28 Aug 1967 (3); Curacao, 
St. Joris Baai, south, shore, 23 Oct 1968 
(40); Curacao, St. Joris Baai, northwest bay, 
25 Feb 1970 (6); Jamaica, Drunkemans 
Key, 15 Jun 1973 (2); E Bonet coll., Ala- 
cran Reef, 18 Apr 1955 (2); USNM: Smith- 
sonian-Bredin Caribbean Expedition IV, 
Stn. 52-60, Ascención Bay, just behind cen- 
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ter of Nicchehabin Reef, east of Allen 
Point, 10 Apr 1960 (23); Stn. 67-60, As- 
cención Bay, behind central part of Nicche- 
habin Reef, 13 Apr 1960 (19); Stn. 72-60, 
Ascención Bay, central part of Nicchehabin 
Reef, 14 Apr 1960 (46); Stn. 77-60, north 
end of Ascención Bay, shore, just east of 
Halfway Point, 15 Apr 1960 (5); Stn. 83- 
60, Ascención Bay, mangrove inlet behind 
Allen Point light, 16 Apr 1960 (1); Stn. 82- 
60, behind central part of Nicchehabin 
Reef, 16 Apr 1960 (9); Stn. 87-60, north of 
Ascención Bay, southwest of Suliman 
Point, 17 Apr 1960 (2); Stn. 91-60, inner 
side Nicchehabin Reef, 18 Apr 1960 (1); 
Stn. 95-60, Ascención Bay, Suliman Point, 
19 Apr 1960 (10); Stn. 100-60, north of 
Santa Maria Point, south end of Cozumel 
Island, 21 Apr 1960 (3); Stn. 118-60, San 
Miguel, Cozumel Island, 29 Apr 1960 (1). 
ICML-UNAM: Imca IV expedition, Cayo 
Arcas, 4 Oct 1989 (1); Dinamo 1, III ex- 
peditions, 10 Mar 1990 (1); Alacran Reef, 
West bay, 18 Mar 1990 (10); 23 Mar 1991 
(23); Alacran Reef, East bay, 23 Mar 1991 
(4); Triangulos Oeste reef, 19 Mar 1991 (7); 
Cayo Nuevo, 24 Mar 1991 (1). 

Distribution.—Amphi-American. Gulf of 
California to Panama, Gulf of Mexico down 
to the Caribbean Sea. 

Habitat.—Soft bottoms, intertidal zone, 
under rocks, among sponges on mangrove 
roots, in the interstices of algae-sponges as- 
sociation, in algal rhizoids. 


Perinereis anderssoni Kinberg, 1866 


Perinereis anderssoni Kinberg, 1866:175; 
Fauchald, 1977:31, fig. 8a-b; Hartman, 
1951 47, pl. 13, fig. 6; de León-González 
& Solís-Weiss, 1998:675, fig. la—g. 


Material examined.—MZUA: Bonaire, 
Kralendijk, near Pasanggrahan, 5 Sep 1930 
(1). 

Distribution.—Amphi-American. From 
the Gulf of Mexico to Uruguay, and for 
Juan Fernández Island, Chile. 

Habitat.—Rocky substrate, associated 
with algal mats. 
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Perinereis cariboea de León-González & 
Solís- Weiss, 1998 


Perinereis cariboea de León-González & 
Solís- Weiss, 1998:677, fig. 3a-e. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Klein Bo- 
naire, East coast at landing place, 13 Sep 
1948 (1); St. Eustatius, Tumble Down, Dick 
Bay, 10 Jul 1949 (1). 

Distribution.—Antilles and Mexican Ca- 
ribbean area. 

Habitat.—Among rocks and in sands, in- 
tertidal. 


Perinereis cariacoensis Liñero-Arana, 
1983 


Perinereis cariacoensis Litiero- Arana 1983: 
5, fig. a-e. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Bonaire, 
Kralendijk, near Pasanggrahan, 09/1930 
(3): 

Distribution—Known only from Vene- 
zuela and Bonaire. 

Habitat. —Rocky beaches, intertidal. 


Perinereis elenacasoae Rioja, 1947 


Perinereis elenacasoi: Rioja 1947:531. 

Perinereis elenacasoae: Salazar-Vallejo, 
1989:50.—de León-González & Solís- 
Weiss, 1998:680, figs. 4A-E, 5A-D. 

Perinereis obfuscata: Berkeley & Berkeley, 
1960:359 (in part). 

Perinereis anderssoni: Rioja, 1961:295, 
figs. 12-15 (in part). 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Bonaire, 
South of Kralendijk, near Hoop, May 1930 
(3); Bonaire, Kralendijk, near Pasanggra- 
han, 5 Sep 1930 (57); Klein Bonaire, east 
coast at landing place, 13 Sep 1948 (2); Bo- 
naire, Paloe Lechis of Salinja, 24 Feb 1949 
(10); St. Eustatius, Tumble Down, Dick 
Bay, 10 Jul 1949 (1); Curacao, Piscadera 
Baai, entrance east, 28 Sep 1963 (1); Cu- 
racao, Piscadera Baai, north., 2nd buoy, 31 
Oct 1963 (2); Curaçao, Piscadera Baai, cen- 
tral part, 3rd buoy, 31 Oct 1963 (3); Bar- 
bados, Conset Bay (St. John), 7 Jul 1967 
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(4); Curagao, St. Joris baai, northwest bay, 
25 Feb 1970 (14). 

Distribution.—Amphi-American. Mexi- 
can Pacific from Puerto Peñasco, Sonora to 
Salina Cruz, Oaxaca; Gulf of Mexico, Ca- 
ribbean Sea, Brazil. 

Habitat.—Rocky substrates, among rhi- 
zoids of algae attached to rocks in break- 
waters and in coral rocks. 


Perinereis floridana (Ehlers 1868) 


Nereis floridana: Ehlers, 1868:503. 
Perinereis floridana: de León-González & 
Solís-Weiss, 1998:683, figs. 6a-e, 7a-e. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: St. Barts, 
South Public, near Gustaria, 4 Jun 1949 (1); 
Klein Bonaire, east coast of landing place, 
13 Sep 1948 (1); Klein Curaçao, west 
shore, 1 Oct 1948 (2); Barbados, Conset 
Bay (St. John), 7 Jul 1967 (2). 

Distribution.—Western Atlantic. Known 
from the greater Caribbean region. 

Habitat.— Associated with coral rocks, 
intertidal. 


Platynereis dumerilii (&udouin & Milne- 
Edwards, 1834) 


Platynereis dumerilii: McIntosh, 1885:224, 
pl. 35, figs. 7—9, pl. 16A, figs. 14—16. 
Day, 1967:306, figs. 14.4d—k.—Fau- 
chald, 1977:31, fig. 4d—f. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Bonaire, 
Kralendijk, near Pasanggrahan, 5 Sep 1930 
(2); Margarita, Punta Mozquito, near Por- 
lomar, 4 Jun 1936 (10); Klein Bonaire, east 
coast at landing place, 13 Sep 1948 (3); 
Klein Bonaire, west shore, 1 Oct 1948 (5); 
Bonaire, Paloe Lechis of Salinja, 24 Feb 
1949 (1); St. Barts, South Public, near Gus- 
taria, 4 Jun 1949 (5); St. Eustatius, South 
Tumble Down, Dick Bay, 10 Jul 1949 (25); 
St. Eustatius, Billy Gut, 13 Jul 1949 (84); 
Florida, east of Soldier Key, 5 Sep 1963 
(7); Puerto Rico, Parguera, Mata de the 
Gata, 12 Sep 1963 (5); Curaçao, Piscadera 
Baai, central Part, 3rd buoy, 31 Oct 1963 
(2); Curacao, Piscadera Baai, north, 2nd 
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buoy, 31 Oct 1963 (1); Curacao, Piscadera 
Baai, northeast, 11 Oct 1963 (1); Margarita, 
Puente de La Restinga, 11 Jan 1964 (2); 
Barbados, Conset Bay (St. John), 7 Jul 
1967 (34); Guadeloupe, Riviére Salée, La 
Manche à Eau, 16 Jul 1967 (1); Antigua, 
Dickinson Bay pier, 28 Jul 1967 (2); Bo- 
naire, Lac entrance, 200m west of Cai, 11 
Aug 1967 (3); Curacao, St. Jorisbaai, north- 
west bay, 25 Feb 1970 (3); Jamaica, Drun- 
kemans Key, 15 Jun 1973 (15); Anguilla, 
Cocus Bay, north, 3 Aug 1973 (14); 
USNM: Smithsonian-Bredin Caribbean Ex- 
pedition IV, Stn. 34-60, San Miguel, Coz- 
umel Island, near anchorage northwest of 
main dock, 03 Apr 1960 (3); Stn. 35-60, 
Espiritu Santo Bay, 5 Apr 1960 (9); Stn. 
44-60, north end of Ascención Bay, small 
inlet behind Allen Point, 7 Apr 1960 (2); 
Stn. 52-60, Ascención Bay, just behind cen- 
ter of Nicchehabin Reef, east of Allen 
Point, 10 Apr 1960 (2); Stn. 60-60, Allen 
Point, Ascención Bay, where last sand 
beach adjoins mangroves, 12 Apr 1960 (1); 
Stn. 61-60, near Allen Point, 12 Apr 1960 
(1); Stn. 72-60, Ascención Bay, central part 
of Nicchehabin Reef, 14 Apr 1960 (2); Stn. 
82-60, behind central part of Nicchehabin 
Reef, 16 Apr 1960 (2); Stn. 87-60, north of 
Ascención Bay, 200—300 yds. southwest of 
Suliman Point, 17 Apr 1960 (2); Stn. 91- 
60, inner side, Nicchehabin Reef, 18 Apr 
1960 (10); Stn. 95-60, Ascención Bay, Su- 
liman Point, 19 Apr 1960 (11); Stn. 100- 
60, north of Santa Maria Point, Cozumel 
Island, 21 Apr 1960 (1). ICML-UNAM: 
Dinamo I expedition, Cayo Arcas, North 
bay, 10 Mar 1990 (1). 

Distribution.—Cosmopolitan in tropical 
and subtropical waters. 

Habitat.—Associated with hard sub- 
strates between algal mats. Specimens 
forming mucous tubes were collected in 
brown algal fronds. 


Pseudonereis gallapagensis Kinberg, 1866 


Pseudonereis gallapagensis: Hartman, 
1940:231.—Fauvel, 1953:215, fig. 110a— 
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c—Rioja 1961:297.—Wesenberg-Lund, 
1962:84, fig. 32.—Imajima, 1972:97, fig. 
28a-j.—Fauchald, 1977:32, fig. 4g-h.— 
Rozbaczylo & Bolados, 1980.—219, fig. 
a-d.—Wu et al., 1985:220, fig. 124a-f.— 
Bastida-Zavala, 1993:30. 


Material examined.—ZMUA: Bonaire, 
Lagoen, southeast corner, 28 Oct 1930 (1); 
Margarita, Punta Mozquito, near Porlamar, 
4 Jun 1936 (1); Klein Curaçao, west shore, 
] Oct 1948 (2); St. Eustatius, South Tumble 
Down, Dick Bay, 10 Jul 1949 (34); Saba, 
East Fort Bay, 21 Jul 1949 (36); Aruba, 
Seroe Colorado, Oostpunt, 2 May 1955 
(14); Saba, Covebay at flat point, 5 Oct 
1963 (9); Curacao, Piscadera Baai, central 
part, 3rd buoy, 31 Oct 1963 (1); Grand 
Cayman, south of Jackson's Point, 9 Jun 
1973 (33). 

Distribution.—Cosmopolitan in tropical 
to temperate waters Galapagos Islands, 
Peru, Chile, Panama, Hawaii Islands, Mar- 
shall Islands, Samoa, New Caledonia, Chi- 
na, Japan, India, Sri Lanka, Madagascar, 
Cape of Good Hope, Cameroon, Brazil and 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Habitat.— Associated with rocky bot- 
toms, and coral substrates. 


Stenoninereis martini Wesenber-Lund, 
1958 


Stenoninereis martini Wesenberg-Lund, 
1958:9, fig. 2-4.—Pettibone, 1971:39, 
figs. 23-24.— Williams et al., 1976:83.— 
Hartmann-Schróder, 1977.—Gardiner & 
Wilson, 1979:165.—Hernández-Alcán- 
tara & Solis-Weiss, 1991:251.-1995: 
117.—de León-González & Solis Weiss, 
1998:199, fig. 1a-d. 


Material examined. —ZMUA: St. Martin, 
Devils Hole Swamp, 14 Oct 1963 (32). 

Distribution.—Western Atlantic greater 
Caribbean region (type locality St. Martín 
Island and Sarasota, Florida), western Gulf 
of Mexico (Texas), Cuba, North Carolina 
and Laguna de Términos, Campeche. 
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Habitat.—Soft bottoms, associated with 
roots of grassbeds. 
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